
Hi everyone, 

While we're all working on finishing up our briefing notes in time for tomorrow night's deadline, it 

occurred to me there might be some benefit in drawing everyone's attention to today's release of 

Budget 2018. Obviously this isn't a new idea, and those of you who were in yesterday's special session 

will remember Professor Clark recommended we keep an eye on it for funding announcements related 

to drinking water. 

I thought it might save everyone a bit of time if I emailed out a summary of the budget's drinking water-

related announcements. To put this together, I have drawn information from pages 131, 132, 144, and 

145 of the official budget release. You can check out the full budget here, and the relevant sections are 

filed under "Reconciliation" (or go to "downloads" for the full ~400 page PDF file). 

Key Points: 

• The Government is re-iterating the firmness of its commitment to end all long-term drinking 

water advisories on public water systems on reserve by March 2021, and claims 349 related 

projects in 275 communities have already received support, with 52 long-term advisories lifted 

as of February 12th this year.  

• The budget recognizes the $1.8 billion (over five years) commitment made to this project in 

2016, and commits an additional $172.6 million over three years, beginning in 2018/19.  

• The express purpose of the funding is to accelerate the pace of water system 

construction/renovation. They project it will mean 25 more projects are completed in 2020 as 

opposed to 2021.  

• Additionally, the investments are also supposed to fund repairs of high-risk water systems, and 

are intended to assist efforts to recruit trained water operators & establish First Nations-led 

service delivery models. 

• $102 million in 2018/19, $50 million in 2019/20, $21 million in 2020/21 is the planned rollout.  

Some thoughts from me: 

• It is unclear to me (and the budget does not specify) how much of this funding will be allocated 

to the Ontario Regional Office of ISC specifically, or whether the 25 projects whose completion is 

expected by 2020 with this new funding include projects in any of our assigned communities.  

• The upcoming election in 2019 potentially means the $50 million and $21 commitment could be 

altered in a future budget (though the $102 million in 2018 seems a sure thing);  

• It's not entirely clear to me how these additional funds will speed up the pace of construction, 

unless current construction projects are inadequately funded. I also think the sustainable 

recruitment & training problem many of our communities face will not be solved with an 

infusion of cash alone. However, the potential for these funds to enable repairs to high-risk 

water treatment facilities strikes me as very real, and we should probably factor that into our 

briefing notes where applicable.  

One Further Observation: 

https://www.budget.gc.ca/2018/home-accueil-en.html


The Government is also committing to replacing the Aboriginal Skills & Employment Training Strategy 

with a new Indigenous Skills and Employment Training Program, which is intended to deliver "a stronger 

focus on training for higher-quality, better-paying jobs rather than rapid re-employment." The 

Government is proposing that $1.1 billion be made available over five years, plus $235.7 million per year 

ongoing, to Indigenous partners involved in delivering that training, for a First Nations stream 

specifically. It occurs to me that for those of us whose assigned communities face a skills gap, this 

program could potentially enable a path towards a sustainable solution, without Anne needing to ask 

for additional funding. 

I hope that is useful to everyone, and I wish you best of luck completing your notes as I scramble to 

complete mine. See you in class tomorrow! 

Cheers 

Sacha 

 


