
 
 

DPI 101 
Political Institutions and Public Policy: American Politics 

 
 
Class Schedule: Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:15-11:30 am  
Professor Thomas Patterson 
Taubman 242 
Office hours: T 1:15-2:15, TH 8-9 and by appointment        
Email: thomas_patterson@harvard.edu     
Phone: 495-9926  
 
Faculty Assistant: Kristina Mastropasqua 
Taubman 267 
Email: Kristina_Mastropasqua@hks.harvard.edu 
Phone: 496-3557 
 
Course Assistants: TBD 
 

A.  Course Overview 
 
This course will examine major tendencies in American politics—the “big picture.” The course will give 
you an analytical and applied understanding of American politics through the use of case studies. The 
aim is to teach you to “think politically.”  
 
A second purpose of the course is to strengthen your writing and speaking skills, which are tools of 
political action. The course’s graded assignments require you to communicate your knowledge of 
American politics. You will participate in a team-based political briefing (which will include a group 
memo) and individually write an op-ed piece and two political memos, one of which will serve as the 
final exam.  
 

B.  Materials 
 
Required Reading: Except for the text reading, all required reading can be accessed online through 
links listed on the course website. If something of political significance happens during the period of 
the course, a reading or readings related to it might be added to the course readings. In that case, you 
will be notified of the addition, which will be posted at least a week in advance of the class session 
where it applies.  
  
You will need to acquire an introductory American government text. A familiarity with basic American 
political institutions and processes is necessary if you are to derive full benefit from the case-study 
discussions. The suggested course text is Thomas E. Patterson’s We the People, 11th edition (New York: 
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McGraw-Hill, 2015), which can be purchased at the COOP (reserve copies are available at the KSG 
library). If you have access to or prefer a different American government text or an earlier edition of 
the Patterson text, you are welcome to use it. In this case, except for the Patterson text, you will need 
to correlate its pages with each session’s topic. [NOTE: Tom Patterson’s royalties from HKS students’ 
purchase of the book will be used to pay for refreshments at the final session of the course.]  
 

C.  In-class Debates 
 
Each student will be required at some point in the semester to participate in an in-class debate. These 
debates normally will take up about 20 minutes of class time and come at the end of the class session. 
Each debating team will consist of two members. You will be assigned your debate topic and partner. 
The debate will be graded (on an individual rather than team basis) as part of your class participation 
grade  In addition to the class readings, the debate teams will be provided a small set of additional 
readings that will help them prepare for the debate. Teams are neither expected nor encouraged to 
search for other. Confine your reading to what’s provided. 
 
Debate Rules: The debates will employ modified Oxford rules. A proposition will be put forward and 
we’ll poll class members for their position on the issue. There will be one “pro” and one “con” team for 
each debate. Each side will have up to two minutes to make its argument, followed by a 90-second 
rebuttal of the opposing argument. You will be “on the clock” during the debate presentations and will 
be stopped in mid-presentation if you clearly overshoot your allotted time. An extra 15 seconds or so is 
okay, but an extra minute clearly is not and will be taken as an indication of poor preparation.  
 
Each member of the team must present part of its argument and/or rebuttal, although the team can 
decide how to divide the time. A team might choose to split both the argument and rebuttal time 
between its two members. Or, a team might decide to have one member present the argument and 
the other handle the rebuttal. After the rebuttal round, the debate will be opened to the full class for 
questions and arguments. Following the full-class debate, we will re-vote the proposition.  
 

D. Class Schedule 
 
 
FIRST SESSION (T, JAN 26): COURSE INTRODUCTION & THE ART OF WRITING  
 

1st WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT – newspaper op-ed (assignment is due TH, FEB 11)  
This assignment requires you to write a newspaper op-ed on an issue of American politics. 
Detailed information on this assignment will be provided in a separate document.   

 
This session will provide an introduction to the course and a discussion of the elements of good 
writing.  
 



 

 

Reading 
 
George Orwell, “Politics and the English Language.” 
http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/orwell46.htm 
 
George Gao, “How do Americans stand out from the rest of the world?” Pew Research Center, March 
12, 2015.  
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/03/12/how-do-americans-stand-out-from-the-rest-of-
the-world/ 

  
Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

James Q. Wilson, “American Exceptionalism,” American Enterprise Institute, August 23, 2006. This 
article addresses the long-asked question of whether the United States is somehow a “special nation.” 
https://www.aei.org/publication/american-exceptionalism-3/ 

 

SECOND SESSION (TH, JAN 28):  THE CONSTITUTION: LIMITED GOVERNMENT  
 
The writers of the Constitution were determined to create a government powerful enough to meet the 
nation’s needs but not so powerful as to threaten people’s liberty. Accordingly, the Constitution is 
rooted in the idea of “limited government”—a government of restricted power. The Constitution 
provided for such a government in multiple ways—denials of power, grants of power, the Bill of Rights, 
and the separation of power. 
 
Over the past century, as the domestic and international policy demands have increased, power has 
shifted toward the executive. A central issue in this development is how to constrain the growth in 
executive power. The “War on Terrorism” that was launched by the Bush Administration after 
September 11, 2001 included harsh methods of interrogation and detention. The methods were 
devised in the White House but, as they become public despite the Administration’s efforts to keep 
them secret, they became objects of inter-branch conflict. More recently, the Obama Administration’s 
targeted killing program, through the use of drones, has become a source of controversy. This session 
will explore the limits and the potential of America’s system of divided powers as a mechanism for 
controlling the use of political power, particularly when exercised by the executive in the context of 
national security.   
 
IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 
 

Resolved: That the Obama administration’s policy of targeted killings through drone strikes is 
overly broad and should be subject to constraints established by Congress.  

 
 

http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/orwell46.htm�
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Reading 
 
Patterson, We the People 

11e, pp. 44-52. 
10e, pp. 45-53 
 9e, pp. 41-50 

Mark Tushnet, “Controlling Executive Power in the War on Terrorism,” Harvard Law Review 118 
(2005): 2673-2682. 
http://scholarship.law.georgetown.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1558&context=facpub  

Barton Gellman and Jo Becker, “Pushing the Envelope on Presidential Power” The Washington Post, 
June 25, 2007, (Washington: Washington Post, © 2007), pp. A01. 
 
Norman J. Ornstein and Thomas E. Mann, “When Congress Checks Out,” by Norman J. Ornstein and 
Thomas E. Mann, Foreign Affairs, November/December, 2006 [This article was written when Congress 
was controlled by Republicans.   
Online at: http://www.jstor.org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/stable/20032144 
 
John Yoo. “Commentary: Behind the ‘Torture Memos.” 2005. (Available online: 
http://berkeley.edu/news/media/releases/2005/01/05_johnyoo.shtml) Note: John Yoo authored 
internal White House memos that provided a legal justification for the Bush Administration anti-
terrorism policies.  
 
Hamdan v. Rumsfeld (2006). [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamdan_v._Rumsfeld] This reading 
summarizes the Supreme Court ruling that the military commissions created by the Bush 
Administration to try “enemy combatants” violated both U.S. law and the Geneva Conventions. 
 
“US Defends Drone Strikes . . .” The Guardian, 10/25/2013  
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/oct/25/un-drones-us-policy-debate 
 
“House Committee Rejects Provision Requiring Account of Drone Casualties,” Reuters, 11/21/2013 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/11/21/us-usa-congress-drones-idUSBRE9AK1IA20131121 
 
Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

“The Social Contract,” Sage Publications. This reading provides an unusual lens through which to look 
at the theories of Hobbes and Locke; their notion of a social contract and Locke’s idea of limited 
government influenced the work of the framers of the Constitution.  
http://www.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/2769_Swri01.pdf 
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Third Session (T, FEB 2): The Constitution: Federalism   
 
The writers of the Constitution created the first "federal" nation—one that divided sovereignty 
between a national government and state governments. By establishing two levels of sovereign 
authority, the Constitution created competing centers of power and ambition. We will examine this 
arrangement through the history of federalism as a constitutional issue, highlighting the conflicts 
between national and state authority that were ultimately resolved in favor of national authority.   

The session will explain the division of power between the federal and state governments and also 
explain how broadly worded constitutional clauses, partisan differences, and changing national needs 
have combined to make federalism a source of political conflict and change. Among the cases explored 
in this session is the constitutional dispute provoked by the 2010 health care reform act. We will 
examine this tendency by looking at the 2010 health care reform act. Enacted by a Democratic-
controlled Congress, and signed into law by President Obama, it was contested by virtually every 
Republican governor and Republican-controlled state legislature on grounds that its individual 
insurance mandate intruded on the states’ authority under the Constitution.  

 
IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 

Resolved: That the health care law’s individual mandate was an invalid exercise of Congress’s 
constitutional power to tax. 

  
Reading 
 
Patterson, We the People 

11e, pp. 85-96 
10e, pp. 86-98 
 9e, pp. 86-96 

 
Article I, Section 8 and Amendment 10 of the U.S. Constitution (in back of text or online)  
 
Enacting the Health Care Reform bill—read only the section entitled “Legislative History” 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patient_Protection_and_Affordable_Care_Act 
 
Tom Feeney, “Federalism Under Attack,” Heritage Foundation, May 3, 2010. Written in advance of 
Supreme Court’s ruling on health care bill. 
http://www.heritage.org/research/lecture/federalism-under-attack-how-obamacare-turns-citizens-
into-government-minions 
 
Akhil Reed Amar, “Constitutional Objections to Obamacare Don’t Hold Up,” January 20, 2010. Written 
in advance of Supreme Court’s ruling on health care bill. 
http://articles.latimes.com/2010/jan/20/opinion/la-oe-amar20-2010jan20 

The Supreme Court’s health care decision—National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius 
(2013).  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Federation_of_Independent_Business_v._Sebelius 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patient_Protection_and_Affordable_Care_Act�
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Public response to the new health care system, as indicated by a recent Gallup Poll 
http://www.gallup.com/poll/184079/americans-views-healthcare-law-improve.aspx 

Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

Kenneth R. Thomas, “Federalism, State Sovereignty, and the Constitution: Basis and Limits of 
Congressional Power,” Congressional Research Service, September 23, 2013. This article provides an 
overview of American federalism. https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RL30315.pdf 

Robert Jay Dilger, “Federal Grants to State and Local Governments: A Historical Perspective on 
Contemporary Issues,” Congressional Research Service, March 5, 2015 (read only pp. 18-41). This 
article examines the role of federal grants in extending national authority into policy areas traditionally 
reserved to the states. https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R40638.pdf 

 
FOURTH SESSION (TH, FEB 4): THE CONSTITUTION: INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS  
 
First writing assignment (op-ed, see information on page 3 of syllabus) is due at the second class 
session next week (TH, FEB 11). 
 
Under the U.S. Constitution, individuals are guaranteed free expression and fair trial rights. During the 
nation’s history, these rights have been expanded in practice through action by the Supreme Court. A 
key development has been their protection from action by state and local governments; the Court’s 
interpretation of the 14th Amendment’s due process clause has been the basis for the change. 
Americans also have less well-defined “democratic” rights, including the right to vote. The Supreme 
Court has struggled to develop a consistent jurisprudence when it comes to protecting these rights. 
Major Supreme Court rulings, many of them recent, will be discussed as a means of clarifying the 
nature of Americans’ rights.  

 
IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 
 

Resolved: That voter registration requirements should be set by the federal government 
rather than by the states individually. 

 
Reading 
 
Patterson, We the People 

11e, pp. 102-113, 122-131 208-218. 
10e, pp. 106-119, 128-135, 216-227. 
  9e, pp. 108-119, 128-136, 224-234. 

 

Due Process Clause https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Due_Process_Clause 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/184079/americans-views-healthcare-law-improve.aspx�
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Kathleen Ann Ruane, “Freedom of Speech and Press: Exceptions to the First Amendment,” 
Congressional Research Service, September 8, 2014. 
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/95-815.pdf (read only pp. 1-14) 

 “Voter Suppression in United States,” Wikipedia. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voter_suppression_in_the_United_States 

William D. Hicks, Seth C. McKee, Mitchell D. Sellers and Daniel A. Smith, “Party Competition Is the 
Primary Driver of the Recent Increase in Restrictive Voter ID Laws in the American States,” London 
School of Economics, 2014. http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/60421/1/blogs.lse.ac.uk-
Party_competition_is_the_primary_driver_of_the_recent_increase_in_restrictive_voter_ID_laws_in_t
he_Am%5B1%5D.pdf 

Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

Elisabeth Zoller, “The United States Supreme Court and the Freedom of Expression,” Indiana Law 
Journal 84 (2009): 884-916. An overview of the history of the Court’s interpretation of the First 
Amendment’s guarantee of free expression. http://ilj.law.indiana.edu/articles/84/84_3_Zoller2.pdf 

Russell Hardin, “Civil Liberties in the Era of Mass Terrorism,” The Journal of Ethics (2004). This reading 
explores the challenges that the war on terrorism poses for civil liberties. The reading connects this 
session’s discussion of civil liberties with an earlier session’s discussion of limited government. 
http://www.nyu.edu/gsas/dept/politics/faculty/hardin/research/CivLiberties.pdf 

James A. Gardner, “Partitioning and Rights: The Supreme Court’s Accidental Jurisprudence of 
Democratic Process,” Florida State University Law Review (2014): 61-94. This article examines the 
Supreme Court’s convoluted approach to disputes over voting and the democratic process. 
http://archive.law.fsu.edu/journals/lawreview/vol42/gardner.pdf 

FIFTH SESSION (T, FEB  9): CONGRESS & CONSTITUENCY 
 
First written assignment—your op-ed—is due in class Thursday. 
 
The Congress of the United States was established as the “first branch” of government—the institution 
that would represent the people. Indeed, nothing looms larger in the political thinking of most 
members of Congress than does their constituency---the state or district they represent. Unlike 
legislators in most parliamentary democracies, members of the U.S. Congress depend directly on their 
constituents—districts in the case of House members and states in the case of senators—for 
reelection. Recognition of this electoral imperative is central to an understanding of how Congress 
operates. As political scientist David Mayhew famously said, members of Congress “are single-minded 
seekers of reelection.”  
 
In this session, we will examine how their constituency affects the behavior of members of Congress, 
including its influence on the type of bills that members are most likely to support. The 2014 farm bill 
will be used to highlight constituency influence on senators and representatives 

https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/95-815.pdf�
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IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 
Resolved: That public financing of candidates would improve congressional campaigns.  

 
Reading 
 
Patterson, We the People 

11e, pp. 329-337, 345-354 
10e, pp. 346-355, 363-368 
  9e, pp. 368-376, 384-393 

 
Summary of David Mayhew’s Congress: The Electoral Connection [Summary of a classic book that 
argues the behavior of members of Congress is driven largely by their desire for reelection.] 
http://wikisum.com/w/Mayhew:_Congress#Comments_and_Criticism 

Joshua D. Clinton, “Representation in Congress: Constituents and Roll Calls in the 106th House,” 
Journal of Politics 68 (2006): 397-409. This article examines the question of what “constituency” means 
to House members, showing they respond more to constituents of their political party than to the 
district’s population as a whole. Read intro and conclusion. 
https://my.vanderbilt.edu/joshclinton/files/2011/10/C_JOP2006.pdf 

Agriculture Act of 2014 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agricultural_Act_of_2014 
 
New York Times, “Senate Passes Long-Stalled Farm Bill, With Clear Winners and Losers,” February 5, 
2014 
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/05/us/politics/senate-passes-long-stalled-farm-bill.html 
 
Robert Paarlberg (HKS faculty), “The Farm Bill’s Winners and Losers,” US News 
http://www.usnews.com/opinion/articles/2012/06/26/the-farm-bills-winners-and-losers 
 

Optional Reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

Matthew Eric Glassman and Amber Hope Wilhelm, “Congressional Careers: Service Tenure and 
Patterns of Member Service, 1789-2015,” Congressional Research Service, January 3, 2015. This article 
describes the progression of congressional membership as a career choice. 
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41545.pdf 

 
SIXTH SESSION (TH, FEB 11): CONGRESS & PARTIES 
 
NOTE: First written assignment, an op-ed, is due in class today. 
 
2st WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT – memo (assignment is due TH, MAR 3)  
 

http://wikisum.com/w/Mayhew:_Congress#Comments_and_Criticism�
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This assignment requires you to write a memo for a political official. Detailed information on 
this assignment will be provided in a separate document.   

 
With its two chambers, numerous committees, and individually empowered members, Congress is a 
fragmented institution. Nevertheless, there is a unifying force in Congress—its political parties. 
Congress is organized along party lines—for instance, the majority party in each chamber chooses the 
top leaders and holds a majority of seats on each standing committee. Shared ideology and a shared 
interest in their party’s fate in the next election serve to bind together party members in Congress. In 
the past few decades, as a result of a widening ideological gap between Republican and Democratic 
lawmakers, partisanship has increasingly defined the actions of Congress.  
 
This session will describe the role of parties in Congress and explain the developments that have 
contributed to party polarization within Congress. We’ll examine the 2013 government shutdown as a 
case study in party conflict. The session will also explain why Congress’s fragmented structure makes it 
difficult for Congress to take the lead on major national issues while making it perfectly suited to taking 
on scores of smaller issues at once. 
 
IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 

Resolved: That the Senate should abolish the filibuster.  
 
 
Reading: 
 
Patterson, We the People 
 11e, pp. 338-345, 355-365, 418-421 

10e, pp. 356-363, 372-382, 441-444 
  9e, pp. 378-384, 394-401, 463-466 

 
Keith T. Poole, “The Decline and Rise of Party Polarization in Congress during the 20th Century,” SSRN 
paper. http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1154067 

Sarah Binder, “The Dysfunctional Congress,” Annual Review of Political Science 18 (2015). 
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/annurev-polisci-110813-032156 
 
The 2013 Budget Shutdown:  
  When it started: http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/01/us/politics/congress-shutdown-
debate.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0 
  When it ended: http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/17/us/congress-budget-debate.html 
  A tongue-in-cheek proposal for a solution to the impasse: 
http://www.politico.com/story/2013/10/should-democrats-throw-john-boehner-a-lifeline-97944.html 
  Public opinion: http://firstread.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/10/10/20903624-nbcwsj-poll-shutdown-
debate-damages-gop?lite 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1154067�
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The political fallout from the 1995 government shutdown: http://voices.washingtonpost.com/fact-
checker/2011/02/lessons_from_the_great_governm.html 

 
Optional Reading (if topic is of particular interest) 
 
Michael Barber and Nolan McCarthy, “Causes and Consequences of Polarization,” American Political 
Science Association. This article provides a comprehensive look at the sources and effects of party 
polarization in Congress. 
http://www.apsanet.org/portals/54/Files/Task%20Force%20Reports/Chapter2Mansbridge.pdf 

John Aldrich and David Rohde, “The Logic of Conditional Party Government: Revisiting the Electoral 
Connection.” This paper explores how the constituency orientation of members of Congress has been 
modified by the rise of party polarization. 
http://faculty.mwsu.edu/politicalscience/jeremy.duff/Research%20Papers/aldrichandrohde.pdf 
 
 
SEVENTH SESSION (T, FEB 16): PRESIDENT & DOMESTIC POLICY  
 
Presidents operate within a system of divided power. Although they routinely propose legislative 
initiatives, Congress has the lawmaking power. As a result, presidents’ ability to get their policy 
initiatives enacted into law depends largely on Congress’s willingness to respond. An exception is 
executive orders, which are issued by the president through their constitutional authority as chief 
executive. 

This session will examine the factors that affect presidential success in the area of domestic policy. 
Several factors will be mentioned, but the focus will be the partisan makeup of Congress—whether a 
majority of its members are from the president’s party. The 1964 food stamp bill and the 1996 welfare 
bill will be used to illustrate the relationship between presidential success and Congress’s partisan 
makeup. The session will also look at executive orders and the controversy surrounding several of 
President Obama’s recent executive orders. 

 
IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 
 
Resolved: That President Obama’s expansive use of executive orders is inconsistent with the intent 
of the Constitution and sets a troubling precedent. 
.  
 
Reading: 
Patterson, We the People 

11e, pp. 372-377, 391-401 
10e, pp. 393-399, 413-422 
  9e, pp.  414-420, 433-443 
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Norm Ornstein, “The Most Enduring Myth about the Presidency,” National Journal, April 22, 2014. 
http://www.nationaljournal.com/washington-inside-out/the-most-enduring-myth-about-the-
presidency-20140422 
 
Matthew Eschbaug-Soha, “The Politics of Presidential Agendas” Political Research Quarterly 2 (June 
2005) 257-268. http://www.psci.unt.edu/~EshbaughSoha/jun05prq.pdf 
 
“Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act” (aka 1996 Welfare Reform Act), Wikipedia. This 
entry provides information relevant to one of the session’s case studies. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_Responsibility_and_Work_Opportunity_Act 
 
Michael Shear, “Obama, Daring Congress, Acts to Overhaul Immigration,” New York Times, Nov. 20, 
2014. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/21/us/obama-immigration-
speech.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&module=first-column-region&region=top-
news&WT.nav=top-news&_r=1 
 
Benjamin Wittes, “Executive Power and Immigration Reform,” Lawfare, November 17, 2014.  
http://www.lawfareblog.com/2014/11/executive-power-and-immigration-reform 

Julia Preston, “Federal Panel Lets Injunction Against Obama’s Immigration Actions Stand,” New York 
Times, May 26, 2015. http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/27/us/fifth-circuit-court-of-appeals-rules-on-
obama-immigration-plan.html?_r=0 
 
Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

William P. Marshall, “Eleven Reasons Why Presidential Power Inevitably Expands and Why It Matters,” 
Boston University Law Review 88 (2008): 505-522. 
http://www.bu.edu/law/central/jd/organizations/journals/bulr/documents/MARSHALL.pdf 

Todd F. Gaziano, “The Use and Abuse of Executive Orders and Other Presidential Directives,” Heritage 
Foundation, February 21, 2001. Written when George W. Bush became president, the article takes an 
historical look at executive orders and their constitutional basis. 
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2001/02/the-use-and-abuse-of-executive-orders-and-
other-presidential-directives 

 
EIGHTH SESSION (TH, FEB 18):  PRESIDENT & FOREIGN POLICY  
 
Unlike other policy areas, foreign policy rests on relations with actors outside rather than within the 
country. As a result, the chief instruments of foreign policy—diplomacy, trade, intelligence gathering, 
and military force--differ from those of domestic policy. So, too, does the role of the America’s elected 
institutions. Writing in the 1960s, political scientist Aaron Wildvasky claimed that the United States has 
only one president but has two presidencies—one when it comes to domestic policy and another when 
it comes to foreign policy. Although Wildavsky’s thesis is now regarded as an oversimplification, 
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presidents are less constrained in the foreign policy realm than in the domestic policy realm. Although, 
for example, the Constitution assigns Congress the power to declare war, the decision to send US 
troops into hostile action in practice rests with the president.  

In this session, we’ll examine the president’s comparative advantages—for example, control over 
information—in the making of foreign policy. We’ll briefly examine executive agreements (treaty-like 
arrangements authorized solely by the president) and then focus on the president’s war power. 
Although the Constitution assigns Congress the power to declare war, the decision to send US troops 
into hostile action in practice has rested with president, who is constitutionally empowered as 
commander-in-chief of the armed forces. Few issues have provoked more controversy in recent 
decades than the “presidential wars” fought in Vietnam and Iraq. In this session, the president’s war 
powers will be studied through the lead up to President Bush’s decision to invade Iraq in 2003.  
 
IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 
 
Resolved: That Congress should find an appropriate opportunity to invoke the War Powers Act in 
order to obtain a Supreme Court ruling on its authority over war. 
 
 Reading: 
 
Patterson, We the People,  

11e, pp. 387-391, 399-402, 548-549 
10e, pp. 421-425, 579-581 
 9e, pp. 442-441, 603-605 
 

Isaacson, Walter, “Who Declares War,” New York Times Sunday Book Review, January 21, 2010. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/24/books/review/Isaacson-t.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0 

Baum, Matthew A. and Tim Groeling. 2010. “Reality Asserts Itself: Public Opinion on Iraq and the 
Elasticity of Reality,” International Organization 64(July): 443-79. This is a lengthy article; if pressed for 
time, read introductory sections and conclusion and skim the data sections. 
http://www.hks.harvard.edu/fs/mbaum/documents/BaumGroeling_IO.pdf 

“Invasion of Iraq,” Wikipedia. The leadup to the Iraq invasion is this session’s case study. Read the pre-
invasion material, stopping with the sections that discuss the invasion itself. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2003_invasion_of_Iraq 

Howard Kurtz, “The Post on WMDs: An Inside Story,” Washington Post, August 12, 2004. This article 
takes a critical look at news coverage in the lead-up to the Iraq invasion. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A58127-2004Aug11.html 

Joe Gould, “Lawmakers Rap Obama on Syria Escalation, Defense News, October 30, 2015. 
http://www.defensenews.com/story/defense-news/2015/10/30/lawmakers-rap-obama-syria-
escalation/74882446/ 

Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/24/books/review/Isaacson-t.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0�
http://www.hks.harvard.edu/fs/mbaum/documents/BaumGroeling_IO.pdf�
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2003_invasion_of_Iraq�
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A58127-2004Aug11.html�
http://www.defensenews.com/story/defense-news/2015/10/30/lawmakers-rap-obama-syria-escalation/74882446/�
http://www.defensenews.com/story/defense-news/2015/10/30/lawmakers-rap-obama-syria-escalation/74882446/�


 

 

Aaron Wildavsky, “The Two Presidencies,” Transactions 4 (1966); 162-173. The classic article that 
argued the presidency is a different office in the area of foreign policy than in the domestic area.  
http://www.csuchico.edu/~ccturner/syllabi/TwoPresidencies.pdf 

Brandice Canes-Wrone, William G. Howell, and David E. Lewis, “Toward a Broader Understanding of 
Presidential Power: A Reevaluation of the Two Presidencies Thesis,” Journal of Politics 70 (2008). Read 
only pages 1-6 and page 14. http://home.uchicago.edu/~whowell/papers/TowardABroader.pdf 
 
W. Lance Bennett, “Toward a Theory of Press-State Relations in the United States,” Journal of 
Communication 40 (1990). This pathbreaking article argues that the news media tend to limit the 
boundaries of public debate on issues to the range of views expressed by the political elite. 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/doi/10.1111/j.1460-
2466.1990.tb02265.x/pdf 

 
NINTH SESSION (T, FEB 23):  CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENCY 
 
The U.S. system of divided powers differs from a parliamentary system where executive power and 
legislative power are vested in the majority party and its cabinet and prime minister. Lawmaking in the 
U.S. system accordingly rests on the interplay between Congress and the presidency. They differ in 
their powers and constituencies, and thus in their perspectives, but the requirement for joint action in 
some circumstances is a defining feature of American politics.  

The interplay of legislative and executive power is starkly evident in trade policy, which is 
simultaneously a domestic issue and an international issue. This session will trace the evolution of 
America’s position as a trading nation during the post-World War II era, concentrating first on the 
factors that made America in the immediate post-war period the world’s unquestioned economic 
power and then on the factors that weakened that position. The session will conclude with an 
examination of the politics and policies of trade agreements, including NAFTA (the North American 
Free Trade Agreement) and more recent ones. 

IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 
 
Resolved: That free trade agreements are a net benefit to the United States in almost every instance.  
 

Reading:  

Patterson, We the People 
           11e, pp. 559-570 
           10e, PP. 592-602 
            9e, PP. 614-621 

http://www.csuchico.edu/~ccturner/syllabi/TwoPresidencies.pdf�
http://home.uchicago.edu/~whowell/papers/TowardABroader.pdf�
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Leslie H. Gelb, “GDP Now Matters More Than Force: A U.S. Foreign Policy for the Age of Economic 
Power,” Foreign Affairs, November/December Issue (2010). 
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2010-10-21/gdp-now-matters-more-force 

Ana Eiras, “Why America Needs to Support Free Trade,” Heritage Foundation, 2004. 
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2004/05/why-america-needs-to-support-free-trade 
 
Jeff Madrick, “Our Misplaced Faith in Free Trade, New York Times, October 3, 2014. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/04/opinion/sunday/our-misplaced-faith-in-free-trade.html 
 
Wall Street Journal/NBC poll on free trade: http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2015/05/04/americans-
warming-to-free-trade-wsjnbc-poll/ 
 
William Mauldin, “U.S. Reaches Trans-Pacific Partnership Trade Deal With 11 Pacific Nations,” Wall 
Street Journal, October 5, 2015. http://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-reaches-trade-deal-with-11-pacific-
nations-1444046867 
 
Daniel DeSalvo and Jeffrey Kucich, “Confused Coalitions: Republicans and Democrats on Free Trade,” 
The National Interest, November 5, 2015.  
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/confused-coalitions-republicans-democrats-free-trade-14257 
 
Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 
Raymond J. Ahearn, “Rising Economic Powers and U.S. Trade Policy,” Congressional Research Service, 
December 3, 2012. Describes the global context to which U.S. trade policy is a response. 
https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R42864.pdf 

Nicholas Weller, “Constituents and Party in U.S. Trade Policy,” Public Choice 141(2009): 87-101. This 
article looks at the relative importance of party and constituency on trade votes. (It’s limited, however, 
in that it conceives constituency as the whole of a district or state as opposed to the incumbent party’s 
voters in a district or state.) http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11127-009-9439-6#/page-1 
 
Richard Armitage and Joseph Nye, “CSIS Commission on Smart Power,” 2007. Read only pp. 27-36. 
Authored by two leading foreign policy experts, this piece argues for an approach to foreign policy that 
is less reliant on military force. 
http://csis.org/files/media/csis/pubs/071106_csissmartpowerreport.pdf 

 
TENTH SESSION (TH, FEB 25): FEDERAL BUREAUCRACY   
 
The federal bureaucracy has no constitutional authority of its own. Staffed by unelected officials, its 
authority derives from constitutional powers granted to the executive, legislative, and judicial 
branches. Yet, the federal bureaucracy exercises power of its own as a result of its role in 
implementing policy decisions. Moreover, federal agencies have an “agency point of view”—they seek 
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to promote and protect their programs and have resources that can enable them to succeed in this 
effort.  

In this session, we’ll examine the federal bureaucracy—its structure, staffing, and operation. We’ll also 
explore the challenge of holding the bureaucracy accountable for its actions. The Air Force’s F-22 
fighter jet program will serve as a case study of bureaucratic politics.  

IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 
 
Resolved: In considering whether to terminate a weapons program, Congress should place 
substantial weight on the economic impact on the local communities where the weapon system is 
being manufactured. 
 
Reading: 
 
Patterson, We the People 

11e, pp. 411-418, 421-433 
10e, pp. 297-303, 444-457 
 9e, pp. 307-314, 466-478 

 
Francis E. Rourke, “Bureaucracy in the American Constitutional Order” Political Science Quarterly, 102 
(1987): 217-232. http://www.jstor.org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/stable/2151350 
 
James Q. Wilson, “The Bureaucracy Problem,” National Affairs  11 (2012). 
http://www.nationalaffairs.com/publications/detail/the-bureaucracy-problem 
 
Joshua D. Clinton, Anthony Bertelli, Christian R. Grose, David E. Lewis, and David C. Nixon, “Separated 
Powers in the United States: The Ideology of Agencies, Presidents, and Congress,” American Journal of 
Political Science (2011): 1-14. Skim article for main point—variation in the ideology of bureaucratic 
appointees and careerists across various agencies.  
https://my.vanderbilt.edu/davidlewis/files/2011/12/clinton-et-al-2012.pdf 

Christopher M. Jones and Kevin P. March, “The Politics of Weapons Procurement: Why Some Programs 
Survive and Others Die,” Defense and Security Analysis 27(2010): 359-73. 
http://www.tandfonline.com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/doi/abs/10.1080/14751798.2011.632251 
(You must login to Google Scholar via Harvard’s server in order to access this article.)  
 
Gordon Lubold, Gordon, “When Gates stared down the F-22 lobbyists.” Christian Science Monitor 
(9/28/09) http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2009/0928/when-gates-stared-down-the-f-22-
lobbyists 
 
Optional reading (only if topic is of particular interest) 

http://www.jstor.org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/stable/2151350�
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Allison, Graham T. and Morton H. Halperin. 1972. Bureaucratic Politics: A Paradigm and Some Policy 
Implications. World Politics 24: Supplement: Theory and Policy in International Relations: 40-79. 
http://www.jstor.org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/stable/2010559 
 
Moe, Terry M. 2012. “Delegation, Control, and the Study of Public Bureaucracy” The Forum 10:2: 
Article 4. You will want to skim much of this article but it has important insights on bureaucratic 
politics, as well as insights on the study of bureaucracies.  http://www.degruyter.com.ezp-
prod1.hul.harvard.edu/view/j/for.2012.10.issue-2/1540-8884.1508/1540-8884.1508.xml 
 
 
ELEVENTH SESSION (T, MAR 1): REGULATORY AGENCIES 
 
Since the 1930s, the U.S. government has been actively engaged in regulating the economy, 
intervening to promote economic efficiency and to protect the public from harmful business activity. 
This session will examine four regulatory situations and their related policies: restraint of trade, which 
refers to anti-competitive business practices; inequity, which refers to unfair business transactions; 
moral hazard, which occurs when one party engages in risky economic behavior but passes the risk on 
to another party; and negative externalities, which result when firms fail to pay the full costs of 
production activity. 

Although the primary emphasis will be on policy, the session will also address partisan divisions over 
regulatory policy, and the basis for those divisions. Several cases, most notably the politics and policies 
of climate change, will be used to illustrate key points. 

IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 
 
Resolved: That U.S. climate change policy should be based only on costs and benefits to the United 
States and not also other countries.  
 

Reading: 
 
Patterson, We the People 
 11th ed. pp. 477-491 
 10th ed. pp. 503-517 
              9th ed.  pp. 528-544 
                            
Joseph Stiglitz, “Regulation and Failure,” The Tobin Project. 
http://www.tobinproject.org/sites/tobinproject.org/files/assets/New_Perspectives_Ch1_Stiglitz.pdf  

Sanford Gordon and Catherine Hafer, “Corporate Influence and the Regulatory Mandate,” Journal of 
Politics (2007) (read only pages 300-303, 313-314). 
http://politics.as.nyu.edu/docs/IO/2784/GordonHaferMandates.pdf 
 
Aaron M. McCright and Riley E. Dunlap, “The Politicization of Climate Change and Polarization in the 
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American Public’s Views of Global Warming, 2001-2010,” The Sociological Quarterly 52 (2011): 155-
194. (This session’s primary case study is climate change.) 
http://news.msu.edu/media/documents/2011/04/593fe28b-fbc7-4a86-850a-2fe029dbeb41.pdf 

Coral Davenport, “Nations Approve Landmark Climate Accord in Paris,” New York Times, December 12, 
2015. http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/13/world/europe/climate-change-accord-paris.html?_r=0 

ABC News/Washington Post Poll on climate change, November 2015. 
http://www.langerresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/1173a5ClimateChange.pdf 

Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

Stuart Shapiro, “Politics and Regulatory Policy Analysis,” Cato Institute, 2006. This article looks at the 
conditions under which cost-benefit analysis is likely to influence regulatory decisions. 
http://object.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/serials/files/regulation/2006/7/v29n1-7.pdf 

Edward V. Murphy, “Who Regulates Whom and How? An Overview of U.S. Financial Regulatory Policy 
for Banking and Securities Markets,” Congressional Research Service, January 30, 2015. This article 
charts the regulatory process for financial institutions. Of interest if you want a detailed look at how 
regulation works.  https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R43087.pdf 

TWELFTH SESSION (TH, MAR 3): JUDICIARY AND THE SUPREME COURT   
 
Individual Memo due today in class. NO IN-CLASS DEBATE THIS DAY. 
 

3rd ASSIGNMENT – team briefing (briefings will be held T, MAR 29)  
 

This assignment requires you, as part of a team, to brief a political official on an issue of 
American politics. Detailed information on this assignment will be provided in a separate 
document.   

 

Article III of the Constitution establishes the federal judiciary and defines its authority. Article III reads 
in part: “The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested in one Supreme Court, and in such 
inferior courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish.” Of particular interest is 
the Supreme Court, which has been described as “the world’s most powerful court,” a situation that 
derives from its status as an independent and co-equal branch of the federal government and from the 
fact that America’s system of divided powers and individual rights is a frequent source of constitutional 
disputes.   

This session will examine judicial power and the role of politics in Supreme Court decisions. We will 
also consider the normative question of how much power an unelected judiciary should have in a 
democratic system. The Supreme Court’s ruling in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission 
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(2010)—in which it struck down an act of Congress prohibiting independent campaign expenditures by 
corporations and labor unions—will serve as a case study of judicial power. 

Reading:  
 
Patterson, We the People 

11e, pp. 443-472 
10e, pp. 467-495 
  9e, pp. 490-517 

 
“Jeffrey Segal and Harold Spaeth, The Supreme Court and the Attitudinal Model Revisited (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2002), book excerpt, pp. 1-20. 
http://catdir.loc.gov/catdir/samples/cam033/2001052978.pdf 

Cass R. Sunstein, “If Judges Aren’t Politicians, What Are They?” Bloomberg View, January 7, 2013. 
http://www.bloombergview.com/articles/2013-01-08/if-judges-aren-t-politicians-what-are-they- 

Overview of Citizens United decision 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizens_United_v._Federal_Election_Commission 
 
Gabrielle Levy, “How Citizens United Has Changed Politics in 5 Years,” US News, Jan 21, 2015. 
http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2015/01/21/5-years-later-citizens-united-has-remade-us-
politics 

 
Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

David S. Law, “A Theory of Judicial Power and Judicial Review,” Georgetown Law Journal 97(2009): 723-
801. An insightful look at judicial power and democratic government. Given its length, you might want 
to skim most of it, concentrating on sections of interest.  
http://georgetownlawjournal.org/files/pdf/97-3/Law.PDF 
 

 
THIRTEENTH SESSION (T, MAR 8): PUBLIC OPINION   
 

Public opinion has a powerful and yet inexact influence on elected officials. They risk their careers if 
they ignore it. Yet its influence is not easy to pinpoint and there are many issues where public opinion 
doesn’t come into play at all. There is also the fact that opinions are often based on sparse or 
inaccurate information. What influence should uninformed opinion have on policy decisions? 

This session will examine the attributes of public opinion and explore its impact on the decisions of 
policymakers—a subject that has been heavily studied by political scientists.  The session will also 
explain the theory and practice of polling, which has become the primary method of assessing public 
opinion. Gun control policy will be used to illustrate key points about the nature and influence of public 
opinion. 

http://catdir.loc.gov/catdir/samples/cam033/2001052978.pdf�
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IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 
 
Resolved: That the First Amendment right of free expression grants donors the right to spend freely 
on election campaigns. 
 

Readings: 
 
Patterson, We the People 

11e, pp. 183-204  
10e, pp. 190-211  
  9e, pp. 196-205, 211-217 

 
James N. Druckman, Erik Peterson, and Rune Slothuus, “How Elite Partisan Polarization Affects Public 
Opinion Formation, American Political Science Review 107 (2013): 57-79. Read introductory sections 
and conclusions while skimming the rest. 
http://www.ipr.northwestern.edu/publications/docs/workingpapers/2012/IPR-WP-12-14.pdf 
 
Clay Ramsay, Steven Kull, Evan Lewis, and Stefan Subias, “Misinformation and the 2010 Election,” 
WorldPublicOpinion.org and Knowledge Networks, December 10, 2010. Skim only enough of this 
report to pick up the main point—that the public lacks information even on top issues. 
http://www.worldpublicopinion.org/pipa/pdf/dec10/Misinformation_Dec10_rpt.pdf 

Carroll Doherty, “A Public Opinion Trend that Matters: Priority for Gun Policy,” Pew Research Center, 
January 9, 2015.  http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/01/09/a-public-opinion-trend-that-
matters-priorities-for-gun-policy/ 

Washington Post/ABC poll on gun control, December 2015: https://www.gop.com/wapoabc-poll-
americans-oppose-more-gun-control/ 

Sam Stein, “Obama Can’t Hold Back Tears While Unveiling Gun Control Actions,” HuffPost Politics, 
January 4, 2016. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/obama-gun-
control_568b03bce4b014efe0db7356 

NRA’s response to Obama’s executive order: https://www.nraila.org/articles/20160105/statement-on-
president-obamas-proposed-executive-actions-on-gun-control 

Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

W. Phillips Davison, “Public Opinion,” Encyclopedia Britannica . This article, written by a leading 
sociologist, provides an overview of public opinion. The last section covers some of the same polling 
topics discussed in previous reading, so you might want to skip or skim that section. 
http://www.britannica.com/topic/public-opinion 
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Russell G. Brooker and Todd Schaefer, “Methods of Measuring Public Opinion,” working draft. Useful if 
you’d like to know more about public opinion polling. 
http://www.uky.edu/AS/PoliSci/Peffley/pdf/473Measuring%20Public%20Opinion.pdf 

 
FOURTEENTH SESSION (TH, MAR 10): POLITICAL PARTIES 
 
Political parties are inseparable from democracy. By offering a choice in between policies and leaders, 
parties give voters a chance to influence the direction of government. As political scientist E.E. 
Schattschneider wrote: “It is the competition of [parties] that provides the people with an opportunity 
to make a choice. Without this opportunity popular sovereignty amounts to nothing.” 

Unlike most democracies, the United States has a two-party system centering on the Republicans and 
the Democrats. This session will examine this feature of the U.S. party system and will explain the 
origin and nature of today’s Republican and Democratic parties. Party realignments will be a focus of 
the session; they will be explained in the context of the Civil War realignment, the Great Depression 
realignment, and the post-1960s realignment.  

IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 
 
Resolved: That the United States is better served by clear-cut ideological parties than by overlapping 
moderate parties. 
 

Readings: 

Patterson, We the People 
 11e, pp. 234-249 
             10e, pp. 244-259  
               9e, pp. 252-267 

David Mayhew, Electoral Realignments. Read only pp. 7-33. 
http://www.uvm.edu/~dguber/POLS125/articles/mayhew.pdf  
 
“New Deal Coalition,” Wikipedia. This reading provides a brief explanation of the U.S. party system 
resulting from the upheaval of the 1930s Great Depression.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Deal_coalition 

Nicholas A. Valentino and David O. Sears, “Old Times There Are Not Forgotten: Race and Partisan 
Realignment in the Contemporary South,” American Journal of Political Science, 49 (2005): 672-688. 
Read the introductory pages and then skim the rest. This reading describes some of the changes that 
have occurred in the Republican and Democratic coalitions since the 1960s.  
http://web.posc.jmu.edu/seminar/readings/4a-
realignment/race+party%20realignment%20in%20the%20south%20old%20times%20not%20forgotten.
pdf 

http://www.uky.edu/AS/PoliSci/Peffley/pdf/473Measuring%20Public%20Opinion.pdf�
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Alan Abromowitz, “Partisan Polarization and the Rise of the Tea Party Movement” 
http://faculty.washington.edu/jwilker/353/AbramowitzTea.pdf 
 
Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

Richard J. Hardy, “The Paradoxes of Political Parties in American Constitutional Development,” Center 
for Civic Education Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, March 5, 2011. This paper examines key 
features of America’s party system. 
http://www.civiced.org/pdfs/GermanAmericanConf2011/Hardy.pdf 

Delia Baldassarri and Andrew Gelman, American Journal of Sociology 114 (2008): 408-446. A lengthy 
but informative article that is difficult in parts if your statistical skills are limited. 
http://www.stat.columbia.edu/~gelman/surveys.course/BaldassarriGelman2008.pdf 
 

SPRING BREAK: No class March 15 and 17 

 
Fifteenth Session (T, MAR 22):  Campaigns & Elections 
 
U.S. elections differ from those of virtually all other democracies—longer, more costly, and more 
clearly centered on the candidates rather than the political parties. This session will examine U.S. 
campaigns and elections. It will concentrate on the presidential election process, given that 
congressional elections were discussed extensively in previous sessions.  

This session will look at the “invisible primary” (the period preceding the presidential primaries and 
caucuses), the state nominating contests, and the general election campaign, which centers on the 
battleground states—those that are competitive enough to be won by either candidate.  Key points will 
be illustrated with examples from recent presidential campaigns. 

IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 
 
Resolved: That the electoral college system should be replaced by a system where the outcome of 
the presidential election is decided by popular vote. 
.   

Reading: 
 Patterson, We the People 
          11e, pp. 377-387 
          10e, pp. 399-409 
            9e, pp. 424-430 
 
“United States Presidential Election, 2016,” Wikipedia.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_election,_2016 

http://faculty.washington.edu/jwilker/353/AbramowitzTea.pdf�
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Andrew Prokop, “The invisible primary: Can party elites pick a nominee before anyone votes?” Vox, 
December 29, 2014. http://www.vox.com/2014/12/29/7450793/invisible-primary 

Stanley Greenberg, “Winning With the Economy -- or Without It,” The American Prospect, September 
19, 2009. http://prospect.org/article/winning-economy-or-without-it-0 

“Winning the Media Campaign 2012” Project for Excellence in Journalism, November 2, 2012. 
http://www.journalism.org/analysis_report/winning_media_campaign_2012 
 
Wihbey, John. 2014. Midterm Congressional Elections Explained: Why the President’s Party Typically 
Loses. Journalist’s Resource. http://journalistsresource.org/studies/politics/elections/voting-patterns-
midterm-congressional-elections-why-presidents-party-typically-loses 
 
Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

Shanto Iyengar, “Speaking of Values: The Framing of American Politics,” The Forum, 3 (2005): 1-7. This 
article examines differences in how Republicans and Democrats frame issues, and where the media fit 
in the picture. http://pcl.stanford.edu/common/docs/research/iyengar/2005/speaking.pdf 

Richard S. Conley, “Presidential Campaigns and Elections: An Overview,” unpublished paper, University 
of Florida, Gainesville, Florida. An historical overview of presidential election campaigns. 
http://users.clas.ufl.edu/rconley/presidentialelectionschapter.pdf 

 
SIXTEENTH SESSION (TH, MAR 24): INTEREST GROUPS 
 
An interest group—also called a faction, pressure group, special interest, or lobbying group—is an 
organization that actively seeks to influence public policy. In that sense, interest groups resemble 
political parties but there is a key distinction between the two. Above all, parties are in the business of 
trying to influence elections. Groups, on the other hand, concentrate on influencing policies directly 
affecting their interests.  

This session will examine interest groups, focusing on group influence and why some interests are 
more fully organized than others. The Dodd-Frank Act of 2010, enacted in response to the economic 
downturn that began in 2008, will be used to illustrate key points about group influence. 

IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 
 
Resolved: A policy of “too big to fail” serves the public interest. 
 
Reading: 
 
Patterson, We the People: 
 11e, pp. 270-296 

http://www.vox.com/2014/12/29/7450793/invisible-primary�
http://prospect.org/article/winning-economy-or-without-it-0�
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 10e, pp. 284-311 
   9e, pp. 295-323  
 
Martin Gilens and Benjamin Page, “Testing Theories of American Politics: Elites, Interest Groups, and 
Average Citizens,” Perspectives on Politics, 12 (2014). Read only pages 564-577. This article makes a 
strong case for the power of economic elites and business groups. It should be regarded as less 
definitive about the influence of citizens, which exert influence in a number of ways beyond their 
everyday opinions, including elections.  
http://scholar.princeton.edu/sites/default/files/mgilens/files/gilens_and_page_2014_-
testing_theories_of_american_politics.doc.pdf 
 
“Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act,” Wikipedia. The Dodd-Frank Act is this 
session’s case study. Read the backround and legislative sections and skip the lengthy “Provisions” 
section of this reading. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dodd%E2%80%93Frank_Wall_Street_Reform_and_Consumer_Protection
_Act 
 
Jonathan Weisman and Eric Lipton, “In New Congress, Wall St. Pushes to Undermine Dodd-Frank 
Reform,” New York Times, January 13, 2015. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/14/business/economy/in-new-congress-wall-st-pushes-to-
undermine-dodd-frank-reform.html?_r=0 
 
Optional Reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

Richard Smith, “Interest Group Influence in Congress,” Legislative Studies Quarterly, 20 (1995): 89-139. 
A lengthy but informative review of research on the influence of groups on Congress. You mayl want to 
skim the sections of less interest. 
http://www.nyu.edu/steinhardt/e/pdf/humsocsci/mias/Reading07/54.pdf 
 
SEVENTEENTH SESSION (T, MAR 29): POLITICAL MOVEMENTS 

 
Team briefings are scheduled for today. No in-class debate for this session. 
 

4TH ASSIGNMENT – final (exam) memo (due T, APR 12)  
This assignment requires you to write a memo on an issue of American politics. Detailed 
information on this assignment will be provided in a separate document. 

Political movements (or, as they are also called, social movements) are a way for citizens disenchanted 
with government to actively express their disagreement. Unlike voting or lobbying, political 
movements take place outside established institutions, often in the form of protest demonstrations 
and rallies.  
 
This session will examine the factors affecting the success of political movements, such as their ability 
to attract the resources required for sustained advocacy. Four cases will be used to illustrate the 
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significance of these factors: the black civil rights movement, the Vietnam War protest movement, the 
Tea Party movement, and Occupy Wall Street. 

Reading: 
 
Patterson, We the People 

11th ed. 224-228, 148-154  
10th ed:  234-237, 154-161 
9th ed:  238-242, 158-162 

 
Sidney Tarrow, “Introduction,” Power in Movement (1994). (read only pp. 1-5) This reading, written by 
a leading social movement scholar, identifies key questions about the nature and impact of 
movements. http://www.d.umn.edu/~epeters5/MAPL5111/5111%20Articles/Tarrow%20--
%20Power%20in%20Movement%20(optimized).pdf 
 
Jonathan Christiansen, “Four Stages of Social Movements,” Research Starters. 
https://www.ebscohost.com/uploads/imported/thisTopic-dbTopic-1248.pdf 

Here are overviews of the Tea Party and Occupy Wall Street. Read only the portions that increase what 
you know of them. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tea_Party_movement 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Occupy_movement (read only U.S. content) 

Williamson, Vanessa, Theda Skocpol, and John Coggin, “The Tea Party and the Remaking of Republican 
Conservatism,” Perspectives on Politics 9 (2011). (read only pp. 25-30, 35-37) 
http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/williamson/files/tea_party_pop.pdf 

Todd Gitlin, “Occupy's Predicament: The Moment and the Prospects for the Movement,” The British 
Journal of Sociology  64 (2013): 3-25. 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-4446.12001/full 

Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

David Meyer and Suzanne Staggenborg, “Movements, Countermovements, and the Structure of 
Political Opportunity,” American Journal of Sociology 101 (1996): 1628-1655. A lengthy but informative 
article on political movements and the response they generate. 
https://webfiles.uci.edu/dmeyer/meyerprof_files/mcmsop.ajs.pdf 
 
 
EIGHTEENTH SESSION (TH, MAR 31):  MASS MEDIA 
 
The news media are Americans’ window onto the world of politics. For most people, politics is a 
secondhand experience, something they observe through the media rather than directly. Many of 
people’s images of politics derive from what they see and hear through the media. 

http://www.d.umn.edu/~epeters5/MAPL5111/5111%20Articles/Tarrow%20--%20Power%20in%20Movement%20(optimized).pdf�
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This session will examine the news media’s influence on politics, focusing on the extraordinary changes 
that have taken place in the news system in recent decades and on the consequences of those 
changes. The U.S. news system was once dominated by the television broadcast networks and local 
newspapers. Today, they have to compete with cable and Internet outlets, many of which operate by a 
different standard. Studies of news effects and content will be used to document the differences and 
their consequences. 

IN-CLASS DEBATE (SEE DEBATE RULES ON P. 2 OF SYLLABUS): 
 
Resolved: On balance, the emergence of partisan media (such as Fox and MSNBC) has had a positive 
impact on American politics.  
 
Reading: 
 
Patterson, We the People 
 
 11th ed. pp. 306-324 
 10th ed. pp. 322-340 
                9th ed.  pp. 336-358 
                 
Baum, Matthew A. and Sam Kernell. 1999. How Cable Ended the Golden Age of Presidential Television. 
American Political Science Review 93(March): 1-16. 
http://www.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-0554%28199903%2993%3A1%3C99%3AHCETGA%3E2.0.CO%3B2-
H 

Markus Prior, “News vs. Entertainment: How Increasing Media Choice Widens Gaps in Political 
Knowledge and Turnout,” American Journal of Political Science, 49 (2005): 577–592. In reading the 
article, you may choose to skim pp. 580-587. 
https://www.princeton.edu/~mprior/Prior2005.News%20v%20Entertainment.AJPS.pdf  

Amy Mitchell, Jeffrey Gottfried, Jocelyn Kiley, and Katerina Eva Matsa, “Political Polarization & Media 
Habits,” Pew Research Center, October 21, 2014.  
http://www.journalism.org/2014/10/21/political-polarization-media-habits/ 

Matthew S. Levendusky, “Why Do Partisan Media Polarize Viewers?” American Journal of Political 
Science, 20 (2013): 1-13. In reading the article, you may choose to skim the research sections starting 
on page 4 and ending on page 10.  
http://sites.sas.upenn.edu/mleven/files/polarization_ajps.pdf 

Andy Kohut, “Pew Surveys of Audience Habits Suggest Perilous Future for News,” Poynter Institute, 
October 7, 2013. http://www.poynter.org/news/mediawire/225139/pew-surveys-of-audience-habits-
suggest-perilous-future-for-news/  
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Optional reading (if of particular interest) 

Lance Bennett and Shanto Iyengar, “A New Era of Minimal Effects?” Journal of Communication 58 
(2008): 707-731. In this article, two leading political communication scholars ask whether an old theory 
of media effects is once again relevant. http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1460-
2466.2008.00410.x/full 

Markus Prior, “Media and Political Polarization,”Annual Review of Political Science.  
This article addresses the conflicting findings of studies on the media’s impact on party polarization. 
http://www.annualreviews.org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/doi/pdf/10.1146/annurev-polisci-100711-
135242 
 
“Does the US Media Have a Liberal Bias? – A Discussion of Tim Groseclose’s Left Turn: How Liberal 
Media Bias Distorts the American Mind.” Perspectives on Politics 10:3(September 2012):  767-785. The 
readings below address the issue of media bias in the context of Tim Groseclose’s controversial book, 
Left Turn. 

Brendan Nyhan (767-771) – DOI: http://dx.doi.org.ezp-
prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1017/S1537592712001405   

Nolan McCarty (772-774) - DOI: http://dx.doi.org.ezp-
prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1017/S1537592712001399  

Justin H. Gross, Cosma Rohilla Shalizi and Andrew Gelman (775-779) - DOI: 
http://dx.doi.org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1017/S1537592712001387  

Nancy L. Rosenblum (780-782) - DOI: http://dx.doi.org.ezp-
prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1017/S1537592712001375  

Kathleen Hall Jamieson (783-785) - DOI: http://dx.doi.org.ezp-
prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1017/S1537592712001193  

 
NINETEENTH SESSION (T, APR 5): RELIGION AND POLITICS 
 
Social issues refer to disputes over values and how we should live our lives. Social issues end up pitting 
people against one another, which is the case today for social issues such as immigration, charter 
schools, police practices, gun rights, legalization of marijuana, environmental protection, and 
discrimination of all kinds.  

Over the course of American history, no aspect of society has affected social issues more substantially 
than has religion. Social issues arise out of differences in values, and religions are founded on values. 
Not surprisingly, the intersection of religion and politics has been a persistent source of political 
conflict. This session will concentrate on the intersection of religion and politics, historically and today. 
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We will explain how issues such as abortion and same-sex marriage have played out in ways that have 
aligned religious conservatives with the Republican Party and aligned seculars and religious liberals 
with the Democratic Party. 

Reading: 

Patterson, We the People 
               11e, pp. 178-183 
               10e, pp. 185-189 
     9e, pp. 191-196 

“Anti-Catholicism in the United States,” Wikipedia. Read the early sections, ending with the section 
titled “World War II.” 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Catholicism_in_the_United_States 

“Religion and Politics Since 1945,” The Concise Princeton Encyclopedia of American History. 
http://blog.press.princeton.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/2Religion-and-Politics.pdf 

Drew Halfmann, “Why Abortion Controversies are So Central to U.S. Politics,” SSN. 
https://www.scholarsstrategynetwork.org/sites/default/files/ssn_key_findings_halfmann_on_political
_institutions_and_abortion.pdf 

“Trends in Party Identification of Religious Groups,” Pew Research Center, September 30, 2012. Read 
the first four pages of the site. 
http://www.pewforum.org/2012/02/02/trends-in-party-identification-of-religious-groups/ 

Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

Michael Hout and Claude Fischer, “Explaining Why More Americans Have No Religious Preference: 
Political Backlash and Generational Succession, 1987-2102,” Sociological Science 1 (2014): 423-444. 
Rather than focusing on the impact of religion on politics, this article examines how politics has 
affected Americans’ religious practices. Skim the parts of the article that are of less interest. 
https://www.sociologicalscience.com/download/volume%201/october/SocSci_v1_423to447.pdf 

Larry M. Bartels, “What’s the Matter with What’s the Matter with Kansas?” Quarterly Journal of 
Political Science 1(2006: 201–226. An analysis of how class and social issues relate to Americans’ party 
loyalties.  https://www.princeton.edu/~bartels/kansasqjps06.pdf 

 
TWENTIETH SESSION (TH, APR 7): CLASS AND POLITICS   
 

Since the Great Depression, the U.S, government has taken responsibility for promoting and sustaining 
economic growth and stability. This effort takes the form of fiscal policy, which refers to the 
government’s taxing and spending policies, and monetary policy, which refers to government efforts to 
control the money supply.  This session examines fiscal policy and monetary policy—what they are, 
what tools they involve, and what political divisions they create. The nature of these policies will be 
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http://blog.press.princeton.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/2Religion-and-Politics.pdf�
https://www.scholarsstrategynetwork.org/sites/default/files/ssn_key_findings_halfmann_on_political_institutions_and_abortion.pdf�
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http://www.pewforum.org/2012/02/02/trends-in-party-identification-of-religious-groups/�
https://www.sociologicalscience.com/download/volume%201/october/SocSci_v1_423to447.pdf�
https://www.princeton.edu/~bartels/kansasqjps06.pdf�
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illustrated through several cases, including the policies enacted in response to the economic downturn 
that began in 2008. Much of the session will focus on the effect of fiscal and monetary policies since 
the 1970s on the income divide—the widening gap in the income level of most Americans and that of 
the country’s wealthier individuals. 

Reading: 
 
Patterson, We the People 
            11e, pp. 493-507 
            10e, pp. 519-533 
   9e, pp. 546-556 
 
Hacker Jacob S. and Paul Pierson, “Winner-Take-All Politics: Public Policy, Political Organization, and 
the Precipitous Rise of Top Incomes in the United States,” Politics & Society 38 (2010): 152-204. This 
article is the lengthiest of any assigned for the course but will help you to understand the contribution 
of public policy to the widening income divide. http://pas.sagepub.com.ezp-
prod1.hul.harvard.edu/content/38/2/152.full.pdf 
 
Thomas Frank, “The problem with Thomas Piketty: “Capital” destroys right-wing lies, but there’s one 
solution it forgets,” Salon, November 5, 2014. 
http://www.salon.com/2014/05/11/the_problem_with_thomas_piketty_capital_destroys_right_wing_
lies_but_theres_one_solution_it_forgets/ 

Timothy Smeeding, “Income, Wealth, and Debt and the Great Recession,” Sage Foundation and 
Stanford Center on Income and Poverty, October, 2012. 
https://web.stanford.edu/group/recessiontrends/cgi-
bin/web/sites/all/themes/barron/pdf/IncomeWealthDebt_fact_sheet.pdf 

Jesse Romero, “A Few Questions About Income Inequality: The widening income gap is a serious 
problem in the United States — or is it?” Economic Focus, 2014. 
https://www.richmondfed.org/publications/research/econ_focus/2014/q1/pdf/feature1.pdf 
 
Zachary Goldfarb, “The Legacy of the Bush Tax Cuts in Four Charts,” Washington Post, January 2, 2013. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2013/01/02/the-legacy-of-the-bush-tax-cuts-in-
four-charts/ 
 
Optional reading (if topic is of particular interest) 

Christopher Matthews, “This Former Fed Official Thinks Quantitative Easing Has Been a Disaster,” 
Time, November 13, 2013. A short and critical look at the Fed’s quantitative easing program. 
http://business.time.com/2013/11/13/this-former-fed-official-thinks-quantitative-easing-has-been-a-
disaster/ 

Alan S. Blinder and Mark Zandi, “How the Great Recession Was Brought to an End,” Moody’s, July 27, 
2010. 
https://www.economy.com/mark-zandi/documents/End-of-Great-Recession.pdf 
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Doug Short, “Charting the Incredible Shift from Manufacturing to Services in America,” Business 
Insider, September 5, 2011. Part of the story of income stagnation is the shift in the nature of the U.S. 
economy, which this article briefly describes. 

http://www.businessinsider.com/charting-the-incredible-shift-from-manufacturing-to-services-in-
america-2011-9 
 
 
TWENTY-FIRST SESSION (T, APR 12):  COURSE WRAP UP   
 
4th assignment - final memo - due today in class.  

 
This session will highlight key themes of the course, provide time for student course evaluations, and 
end with pizza and conversation in the hall. 

 
 

 
GRADES 

 
 
The graded components of the course will make the following contributions to your final grade: 
 
Op-ed    10%  
 
Memo 1   20% 
 
Briefing 20% (15% for the oral briefing and power-point slides and 5 percent for the 

accompanying memo)  
 
Final Exam (Memo)  30% 
 
Class Participation  20% (includes formal in-class presentations, which will get 

a deduction only if you did not prepare and present properly) 
 
 
Your absolute grade on any graded exercise is less significant than your grade relative to that of other students. 
Large-enrollment Kennedy School courses are required to assign final grades on a curve based on students’ 
ranking in the class. As a result, my grading effort is driven by equity: a determination to ensure that no member 
of the class receives a higher final grade than another member who has performed as well or better. If you take 
responsibility for your performance, I assure you that it will be evaluated fairly relative

 

 to the performance of 
other students. 

Because DPI-101 is likely your first DPI course, all of the instructors who teach the course have concluded that 
we should apply the most liberal curve allowable by KSG guidelines. The final grades in this course will fall 
roughly within the following ranges: A (highest 15-20% of the class). A- (next 20-30%), B+ (next 20-30%), B (next 
20-25%). B- or lower (lowest 5-10% of the class).  

http://www.businessinsider.com/charting-the-incredible-shift-from-manufacturing-to-services-in-america-2011-9�
http://www.businessinsider.com/charting-the-incredible-shift-from-manufacturing-to-services-in-america-2011-9�
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