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Portal to Best Practices and Atlas  
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CAPPA 2013 papers  
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IRSPM 2014 papers  
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CAPPA 2014 papers  
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Book aspirations 
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Course Maps completed for ~30 of 75 programs 
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Course Maps completed for ~30 of 75 programs 
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• 1,020 normed topics in the field 

• 120 normed topics 

needed to teach NASPAA’s 

required competencies 

• MPP/MPA programs require 

10-20 one-semester courses 

of 12-14 three-hour classes 

 

The “normed topic” as a unit of analysis 
(IRSPM New World of Standards paper) 



Numbers of classes and numbers of topics 

• A student taking a 15-course degree where each course 
has 13 classes would be offered a total of 195 classes, or a 
potential maximum of 195 normed topics and can 
therefore by taught less than one fifth of the field’s 
normed topics 

• A program that requires only 10 one-semester courses, 
each with 14 weeks of classes (or 12 one-semester 
courses, each with 11.7 weeks of classes) could only 
teach 120 topics at the Master’s level, the same number 
we estimate is required to teach the NASPAA required 
competencies, leaving no room for electives 

 

Conclusion: Determining core subjects and topics is vital 
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Ten programs for detailed analysis 
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core 

 

near 

core 

Clear consensus on core subjects  



16 

Programs devote ~40% of teaching time to 4 core subjects 
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Economic Analysis: This public management subject, under the Tools and Skills domain, covers the principles 

and techniques of micro economic theory that are most useful in analyzing economic aspects of public policy. It 

includes economic incentives and organizations; models of economic behavior; the operation of markets; the 

price system and how it works; the consequences of market failure and interventions in markets; and policy 

objectives and instruments. It illustrates how to apply economics to policy issues such as taxation, subsidy 

programs, education and health policy, and labor markets. 

 

Key topics in Economic Analysis 

core 

 

near 

core 
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Quantitative Methods: This public policy and management subject, under the Tools and Skills domain, focuses 

on enhancing the ability of students to analyze and assess empirical quantitative research. A major objective of 

many courses in this subject is to enable students to distinguish between good and poor quality empirical 

research. Courses in this subject may also aim to provide students with the knowledge and experience necessary 

to perform their own quantitative social science research. A major theme in this subject is the connection 

between social science research and the policy process. Courses taught in this subject are intended to help 

students develop a greater understanding of the practical applications of empirical research to real-world 

policy… 

 

Key topics in Quantitative Methods 

core 

 

near 

core 
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Key topics in Democratic Institutions and Policy Process 

core 

 

 

 

 

near 

core 
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Strategy and Structure: This public policy and management subject under the Tools and Skills domain deals 

with concepts and analytic techniques fundamental to managing and leading organizations, including material on 

organizational strategy, motivating people, performance measurement, managing teams, persuasion, and 

operations. It is the normative, action-oriented, companion to Democratic Institutions and Policy Process, a core 

subject in the Institutions and Context domain. Strategy and Structure includes analytical frameworks and 

techniques that are useful for implementing public policy and managing organizational performance to achieve 

policy objectives. 

 

Key topics in Strategy and Structure 

core 

 

near 

core 
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Assessment tools differ by subject 
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Advisory topics offer potential for teaching 



Next steps 

1. Specify more normed topics in both core and non-core 
subjects 

2. Refine existing teaching topics and advisory topics to 
make them normed topics, i.e., ensure that they have a 
content quantum that could be taught at a Master’s 
level in a 3-hour class plus preparatory reading, with an 
indication of how learning can be assessed  

3. Apply the methodologies described in this paper to 
identify differences in curricular content of differently 
named degrees (particularly the MPP and MPA) and of 
similarly named degrees in different parts of the world 

23 


