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CARLETON UNIVERSITY 

 

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION 
 

PADM 5115   

INTRODUCTION TO STATE AND SOCIETY 

Fall 2012 

DRAFT ONLY – SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

 

Instructor:  Prof. Lisa Mills 

Office:  River Building, 5220 

Office Hours:  Tuesday 2:30-3:30 

  (or by appointment) 

Phone:  520-2600 x2635 

Email:  Lisa_Mills@carleton.ca (please use this email for correspondence) 

 

 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

 

The course explores the evolving relationship between the state, society and economy.  It 

begins by considering the main 18
th

, 19
th

 and early 20
th

 century theorists who addressed 

this relationship, Adam Smith, Marx, Weber and Polanyi, whose ideas and arguments 

continue to influence contemporary social theorists.  It then goes on to examine critically 

various perspectives on the development of the state, democracy, and the Keynesian 

welfare state in the West. The last section of the course takes up debates on the 

contemporary relationship between the state, society and economy. Particular emphasis is 

given to debates regarding the changes in the nature of the global economy, the role and 

capacities of the nation-state and relations between states as these pertain to the prospects 

for addressing contemporary challenges. 

 

The objectives of the course are to: 

 

- Introduce you to some of the key thinkers about the relationship between the state, 

economy, and society 

- Help you to identify how these thinkers have influenced contemporary debates 

about the relationship between the state, economy, and society 

- Introduce you to debates about how both the state and society, and the 

relationship between them, have changed, particularly between the Keynesian and 

neoliberal periods  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Lisa_Mills@carleton.ca
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

1. The course will be run as a seminar. Students are expected to have carefully read all 

the required readings for each class, and to come prepared to discuss them.  The weekly 

questions provided will be used to structure some of the discussion and so you should 

also give some thought to how you would answer them.  While the required reading is 

sometimes substantial, no additional reading is required to satisfy the course 

requirements. 

 

Participation will be based on attendance and contribution to class discussion.  

A mark in the A range would be given to a student who attends all classes, regularly 

contributes, whose contributions indicate familiarity with the class reading, and an ability 

to ask questions and raise examples that show insight into the material. At each class, I 

will give you questions to guide your thinking, reading and participation for the following 

week. 

 

2. You are required to write 3 short papers: 7-8 double-spaced pages in 12-point font.  

One paper must be based on a reading or question arising from Part I of the course; one 

must be based on one from Part II of the course; and one must be based on one from Part 

III.  

 

The essay should respond to just ONE of the questions related to the readings/discussion.  

 

 

GUIDE TO SHORT ESSAYS 

 

Each essay should be an ‘answer’ to a question.  This will normally be a one of the 

weekly Discussion/Essay questions.  However, you are welcome to make up your own 

question with my approval. Please contact me at least one week in advance if you wish 

to do this!  

 

Your essay should focus on one or two authors. You may refer to additional authors to 

back up your arguments; you may also refer to authors from other courses, or research 

you have done. While you may refer to outside readings, you are not required to do so. 

The essays are intended to have you think about a particular author or authors, and reflect 

on their work; they are not research assignments.  

 

 

PAPER DUE DATES   

 

1
st
 Paper –  Friday, February 17, 4:30 p.m.  

2
nd

 Paper –  Friday, March 16, 4:30 p.m.  

3
rd

 Paper –  Friday, April 6, 4:30 p.m.  
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Papers must be submitted by 4:30 p.m. on the due date. Extensions will not be 

granted except in the case of verifiable illness or personal/family crisis. Late papers 

will incur a late penalty of 3 marks per day, including weekend days. 

 

‘Hard’ copies of papers must be submitted. Because the paper is due after the class date, 

if you are unable to make it in to the university due to work, family, or other obligations 

on the due date, you may email me your paper, with the hard copy to be submitted at the 

following class or to the main office.   

 

 

ASSESSMENT & GRADING 

 

- 30% for each paper 

- 10% for class participation.  

 

 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION 

 

You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. 

For an accommodation request the processes are as follows:  

 

Pregnancy obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation 

during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 

accommodation is known to exist. For more details visit the Equity Services website: 

http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/  

 

Religious obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during 

the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 

known to exist. For more details visit the Equity Services website: 

http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/  

 

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre 

for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning 

Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 

Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 

impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 

accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or 

pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, 

contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the 

beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test 

or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from 

PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the 

PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for the formally-scheduled 

exam (if applicable) at http://www2.carleton.ca/pmc/new-and-current-students/dates-and-

deadlines/  

 

http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/
http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/
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You can visit the Equity Services website to view the policies and to obtain more detailed 

information on academic accommodation at http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/ 

 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

 

Instructional offences, such as plagiarism and cheating, are serious and may incur 

severe penalties. Please see the note on plagiarism below. Students should also consult 

the section of the Undergraduate Calendar on Academic Standing and Conduct to 

familiarize themselves with the regulations regarding instructional offences. 

 

 

For Carleton’s regulations on academic integrity and academic integrity standards, please 

see http://www.carleton.ca/calendars/ugrad/0910/regulations/acadregsuniv14.html 

 
 

PLAGIARISM  

The definition below is from Carleton University’s Academic Regulations, at 

http://www.carleton.ca/calendars/ugrad/0910/regulations/acadregsuniv14.html 

Plagiarism is presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas 

or work of others as one's own. Plagiarism includes reproducing or paraphrasing portions 

of someone else's published or unpublished material, regardless of the source, and 

presenting these as one's own without proper citation or reference to the original source. 

Examples of sources from which the ideas, expressions of ideas or works of others may 

be drawn from include but are not limited to: books, articles, papers, literary 

compositions and phrases, performance compositions, chemical compounds, art works, 

laboratory reports, research results, calculations and the results of calculations, diagrams, 

constructions, computer reports, computer code/software, and material on the Internet. 

Examples of plagiarism include, but are not limited to: 

 submitting a take home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 

written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, paraphrased material, algorithms, 

formulae, scientific or mathematical concepts, or ideas without appropriate 

acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another's data or research findings; 

 submitting a computer program developed in whole or in part by someone else, 

with or without modifications, as one's own; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another's works and/or failing to use quotation marks. 

 

http://www.carleton.ca/calendars/ugrad/0910/regulations/acadregsuniv14.html
http://www.carleton.ca/calendars/ugrad/0910/regulations/acadregsuniv14.html
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My thoughts on plagiarism: The purpose of the written work is to develop your writing 

and analytical skills. A work which contains material “borrowed” from other sources 

without proper acknowledgement cannot be marked as your own work. 

 

Plagiarism is an instructional offence that occurs when a student uses or passes off as 

one’s own idea or product the work of another person, without giving credit to the source. 

The punishments for plagiarism at Carleton are significant. You could fail the course, or, 

under certain circumstances, be expelled from the university. 

 

If you are using someone else’s words – in a quotation – refer to the source in a footnote 

or in-text citation.  If you are referring to someone else’s text (that is, not quoting 

directly, but closely following the line of argument), refer to the source just as you would 

for a quotation, except that quotation marks are not used. If you are using someone else’s 

ideas, acknowledge this in a footnote, or by a clear reference in the text of your essay. 

 

Material copied from the Internet must be treated like material from a book or any other 

source.  If your are quoting a source you found on the Internet, use quotation marks and 

refer to the location of the item (name of website; identify the electronic journal and 

issue, etc) just as you would for a quotation from printed material. If you are borrowing 

ideas from an Internet source, the source must be identified in a footnote or in-text 

citation, just as a quotation would be. Excellent software is available for locating 

materials that might have been plagiarized from the Internet, and will be used. 

 

To avoid plagiarism:  

 

(i) Acknowledge every source from which you have drawn information or ideas for your 

paper. That is, even if you are not quoting directly from a source, you should still 

acknowledge where the idea, argument, or information came from.  

(ii) Place every direct quote from a source in quotation marks (or indent it), and give a 

citation 

for the source.* 

(iii) Express other authors’ ideas in your own words. If you are outlining someone else’s 

argument, for example, outline it in your own words, and acknowledge the author at the 

end of your summation of his or her argument or idea/s. Any words not in quotation 

marks must be your own words. This advice has an intellectual as well as a legal purpose: 

being able to express an author’s ideas in your own words is part of your learning 

process.  

 

*Nevertheless, try not to use quotes too frequently. Quotes should be used when they so 

beautifully or aptly sum something up that you cannot say it any better. An essay is not a 

collection of quotes.  
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COURSE OUTLINE 

 

 

Week 1.  January 10 

Introduction  

 

Part I  

Back to the Future: Theoretical Perspectives and Historical Background on the 

Development of Capitalism  

 

Week 2. January 17 

 

Classical political economy, the Enlightenment, and Feminist Responses  

 

Robert Heilbroner. 1996. Teachings from the Worldly Philosophy, New York & 

London, Norton. Chapter on Adam Smith.  

 

Emma Rothschild and Amartya Sen. 2006. Adam Smith’s Economics, in Knud 

Haakonssen ed. The Cambridge Companion to Adam Smith, Cambridge, 

Cambridge University Press.   

 

Mary Wollstonecraft. 1996. [1792] A Vindication of the Rights of Woman. 

Introduction and Chapter II. 

 

Questions:  

 

1. “The danger of modern liberty is that, absorbed in the enjoyment of our private 

independence, we should surrender our right to share in political power too 

easily.” (Constant, Political Writings, quoted in Callinicos 1999, p. 29) Is it 

possible to reconcile democratic citizenship with the assertion of private interests 

encouraged by commercial/market society? Why or why not?  

2. “Smith’s great ideological achievement was to show that a new social order could 

emerge out of the potential chaos of an individualistic society” (Stillwell, 2004, 

70). Discuss.  

3. “Smith saw...markets as requiring social foundations that would shape behaviour 

in desirable ways. There is an explicitly ethical dimension to the reasoning” 

(Stillwell 2004, 70). Discuss. 

4. Was Mary Wollstonecraft a feminist? Why or why not?  

5. “Mary Wollstonecraft is...an eighteenth-century liberal. She believed in reason, in 

the possibility of change and progress, in education as the lever for change, and in 

modern democracy; most of all, she believed in individual liberty” (Muller 1996, 

48). Discuss.  

 

 

 

Week 3. January 24 
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Marx and the Development of Capitalism  

 

 K. Marx/F. Engels 

a) Preface to a Contribution to a Critique of Political Economy 

b) Capital Vol.1, chap. xxxii Historical Tendency of Capital Accumulation 

c) Excerpt from ‘The Origin of the Family…(Engels)  

d) ‘Wage Labour & Capital’, in R. Tucker (ed) The Marx-Engels Reader (W. 

Norton, 1972, pp. 167, 170-171 & 179-189. 

 

Harman, Chris. 2009. Zombie Capitalism: Global Crisis and the Relevance of Marx. 

Chicago, Haymarket Books. Chapter One and Chapter Three.  

 

Optional:  

 

Giddens, Anthony. 1971. Capitalism and modern social theory: An analysis of the 

writings of Marx, Durkheim and Max Weber, Cambridge, Cambridge 

University Press. Part I: Marx. Pp. 1- 64. 

 

David Harvey. 2010. A Companion to Marx’s Capital, London and New York, Verso. 

Introduction, Ch. 3, Ch. 4, Ch. 7 

 

Marx, Chapter on Commodity Fetishism from Capital, Vol. I. 

 

1. How do Smith and Marx understand the relationship between individual interests and 

the public good? 

2. How do Smith and Marx understand the relationship between society and the state?  

What is the role of the State? 

3. How relevant are Marx’s ideas for understanding the contemporary world? 

4. “The devaluation of the human world increases in direct relation to the increase in 

value of the world of things. Labour does not only create goods; it also produces itself 

and the worker as a commodity, and indeed in the same proportion as it produces 

goods” (Marx, Selections, p. 13). What does Marx mean by alienation? Do you agree 

or disagree with his definition and application of this concept? Is it still relevant 

today?  

5. “The need of a constantly expanding market for its products chases the bourgeoisie 

over the whole surface of the globe. It must nestle everywhere, settle everywhere, 

establish connections everywhere” (Marx, Selections, p. 22) Do Marx’s insights help 

to explain the phenomena of globalization? Why or why not?  

6. “All that is solid melts into air, all that is holy is profaned, and man is at last 

compelled to face with sober senses, his real conditions of life, and his relations with 

his kind” (Marx, Selections, p. 13). What is Marx’s epistemology here – i.e. what is 

he suggesting about the nature of social knowledge? Do you agree with his 

assessment?  

7. “It is not the consciousness of men that determines their existence, but their social 

existence that determines their consciousness.” Discuss.  
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Week 4. February 7 

 

Weber: Rationalization and Bureaucracy 

 

a) H. Gerth & C. W. Mills, From Max Weber (Oxford, 1946) Selections 

b) M. Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Introduction, 

Chapters 1&5 

c) A. Giddens & D. Held (eds) Chap. 3 Max Weber  

 

Callinicos, Alex. 1999. Social Theory: A Historical Introduction, New York, New York 

University Press. Chapter 7: Weber.  

 

Optional:  

 

Giddens, Anthony. 1971. Capitalism and modern social theory: An analysis of the 

writings of Marx, Durkheim and Max Weber, Cambridge, Cambridge 

University Press. Part II: Weber.  

 

1. Does Weber mark an advance, relative to Marx, in our understanding of the modern 

world?  In answering this question you should address two of the following themes: 

a) class & status, b) the nature of capitalism and its development, c) state & society, 

d) alienation  e) the role of ideas in society. 

2. Do you think that the generally pessimistic views that Weber held regarding the 

impact of capitalist development on culture were well founded? 

 

Week 5. February 14 

 

Polanyi and Hayek 

 

Polanyi, Karl. 2001. The great transformation. Boston: Beacon Press. Chs. 

4,5,6,7,11, 12, 13, & 21 

 

Friedrich A. Hayek. 1944. The Road to Serfdom. Chicago, University of Chicago 

Press. Ch 3 and 5, OR Friedrich Hayek. 1948. Individualism and Economic 

Order, Chicago, University of Chicago Press, Ch. 1 

 

Questions: TBA. 

 

 

First essay due Friday, February 17!  

 

 

 

Week 6. February 21 - Reading Week – No Class  
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Part II. The State 

 

Week 7. February 28 

 

Emergence of the Nation State 

 

Tilly, C. 1985. War Making and State Making as Organized Crime, in P. Evans et 

al (eds) Bringing the State Back In, Cambridge. 

 

Miguel Angel Centeno. 2002. Blood and Debt: War and the Nation-State in Latin 

America. College Park, Pennsylvania State University Press. Chapter 3.  

 

Benedict Anderson. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread 

of Nationalism, Chs.2 and 3.    

 

Questions TBA.  

 

Week 8. March 6 

 

Democracy 

 

Judith N. Shklar. 1989. The Liberalism of Fear, in Nancy L. Rosenblum ed. 

Liberalism and the Moral Life, Cambridge, Mass. Harvard University Press.  

 

Jennifer Nedelsky. 1993. Violence Against Women: Challenges to the Liberal 

State and Relational Feminism. In Ian Shapiro and Russell Hardin eds. Political 

Order, New York and London, New York University Press.  

 

Therborn, G. 1977. The Rule of Capital and the Rise of Democracy’, New Left 

Review, I/103, May-June 1977, pp. 3-41.  

 

Ellen Meiksins Wood. 1995. Democracy Against Capitalism: Renewing historical 

materialism. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. Chapter 7 and 8.   

 

 

Questions: TBA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 9. March 13 
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The Keynesian Response and the Welfare State 

 

J.M. Keynes. 1935. The General Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money. 

Chapter 24.  

 

Robert Lekachman.1967. The age of Keynes. London: Allan Lane. Ch. 4. 

 

E. Helleiner, States and the Reemergence of Global Finance (Cornell 1994), chap 

1 & 2 (pp.25-50). 

 

Optional: W. Bello, ‘A Man for this Season? Keynes’, Business Mirror Online, July 9, 

2009 http://businessmirror.com.ph/home/perspective/12915-a-man-for-this-season-

keynes.html 

 

Second essay due Friday March 16!  

 

Part III – The Rise of Neo-liberalism, and Contemporary Challenges  

 

Week 10. March 20 

 

Mark Blyth. 2002. Great Transformations: Economic Ideas and Institutional in the 

Twentieth Century. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. Chapter 5 and 6.  

 

Thomas Lemke. 2001. The birth of bio-politics: Michel Foucault’s lecture at the 

Collège de France, Economy and Society, Vol. 30, No. 2, pp. 190-207 

 

Jacob  S. Hacker and Paul Pierson. 2010. Winner-Take-All Politics: How 

Washington Made the Rich Richer – And Turned its Back on the Middle Class. 

New York, Simon and Schuster. Chapter 4 & 5. 

 

Alain Lipietz. 1992. Towards a New Economic Order: Postfordism, Ecology and 

Democracy. Cambridge, Polity Press. Chapter 1 and 2.  

 

Optional:  

 

Bob Jessop. 1993. Towards a Schumpeterian Workfare State? Preliminary 

Remarks on Post-Fordist Political Economy, Studies in Political Economy, 40, 

Spring, pp. 7-39 

 

Robert Skidelsky. 1979. The decline of Keynesian Politics, in Colin Crouch ed. 

State and Economy in Contemporary Capitalism, London, Croom Helm.  

 

 

Questions TBA.  

Week 11. March 27 

 

http://businessmirror.com.ph/home/perspective/12915-a-man-for-this-season-keynes.html
http://businessmirror.com.ph/home/perspective/12915-a-man-for-this-season-keynes.html
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The Financial Crisis  

 

Robert Wade. 2008. The First-world Debt Crisis in Global Perspective, 

Challenge, July-August, pp. 23-54.  

 

Robin Blackburn. 2011. Crisis 2.0. New Left Review, 72, November-December.  

 

Carmen M. Reinhart and Kenneth S. Rogoff.  2009. This Time is Different: Eight 

Centuries of Financial Folly. Princeton, Princeton University Press. Preamble, Ch 

1 and Ch 13. 

 

John Quiggin. 2011. Financial Markets: Masters or Servants? Politics and 

Society, Vol. 39, No. 3, pp. 331-346.  

 

Optional:  

 

David Harvey. 2010. The Enigma of Capital and the Crises of Capitalism, 

London, Profile Books, Ch. 1  

 

Michael Lewis and David Einhorn. 2009. The End of the Financial World as We 

Know It, New York Times, January 4, at 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/04/opinion/04lewiseinhorn.html?_r=1&emc=et

a1&pagewanted=print 

 

Paul Krugman. 2008. What to Do? New York Review of Books, Vol. 55, No. 20, 

December 18, at http://www.nybooks.com/articles/22151 

 

Questions: TBA.  

 

Week 12.  April 3 

 

Gender, globalization and care work  

 

Barbara Ehrenreich and Arlie Russell Hochschild. 2004. Introduction, in Barbara 

Ehrenreich and Arlie Russell Hochschild eds. Global Woman: Nannies, Maids 

and Sex Workers in the New Economy, New York, Metropolitan;  

OR Arlie Hochschild. 2000. Global Care Chains and Emotional Surplus Value, in 

Will Hutton and Anthony Giddens eds. Global Capitalism, New York, New Press.   

 

Ann Shola Orloff.  2011. Policy, Politics, Gender: Bringing Gender to the 

Analysis of Welfare States, in Sociologica, No. 1, at     

http://www.sociologica.mulino.it/journal/article/index/Article/Journal:ARTICLE:

462/Item/Journal:ARTICLE:462 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/04/opinion/04lewiseinhorn.html?_r=1&emc=eta1&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/04/opinion/04lewiseinhorn.html?_r=1&emc=eta1&pagewanted=print
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/22151
http://www.sociologica.mulino.it/journal/article/index/Article/Journal:ARTICLE:462/Item/Journal:ARTICLE:462
http://www.sociologica.mulino.it/journal/article/index/Article/Journal:ARTICLE:462/Item/Journal:ARTICLE:462
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S. Laurel Weldon. 2008. Intersectionality. In Gary Goertz and Amy G. Mazur eds. 

Politics, Gender, and Concepts: Theory and Methodology, Cambridge, Cambridge 

University Press.  

 

Cordelia Fine. 2011. Delusions of Gender: The Real Science Behind Sex 

Differences. London, Icon Books. Chapter 1, 2, & 3. 

 

 

Final essay due Wednesday, April 6!  

 

 


